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hath_anointed us, is GOD; who hath alſo E ms 


| Tza Tur TL. de Reſurr. Corp, C. VII, 
The fleſh i is ſhadowed by the Impaſition of bands, that the | 
foul may be enlightned by the Hor v Saar, | 
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fer Promoting Chriflian Knowledge, at the Bible and 
Ay in Ave-Mary Lane, near Stationers- Hall. 1756. 
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INCE you are now come to a competent” 
ſtate of reaſon, my Brother, and have giy- 
en a noble proof, of it, in that you haue 
deliberately choſen, and publicly confeſſed the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as your avowed Prince and 
Saviour, and have ratified it in a moſt ſolemn. 
manner at your late Confirmation, according 
to the antient uſage of the church of Chriſt; 
; | chi goſpel of our Lord does now aſſure you, 
FT -that you are in the true way of the moſt.com-. 
fortable life, and moſt bleſſed death that man 
is capable of, if you faithfully. perſevere in this 
' covenant ſtate of God's grace, hto our Lord 
Chriſt. For you have hereby devoted 
yourſelf wholly to GoD, whoſe favour is 1 
ter than life, and have laid the ground- work of 
that goſpel-holineſs which bas the, pramiſus 0 
this life, and thut which is to come. You have. 
alſo juſtly renounced the ſnameſul and. dreadfub . 
ſaveny of the devil, together with all thoſe. 
ſnares. which he prepares for immortal ſouls, 
by the indulgence. of worldly and carnal liaſts : 
inſtead of which, you have profeſſedly chaſes; 
the excellent laws:of Gon, as your complete 
and. e 9 150 * * Keypiog. of. Wbiett. 
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there is great peace here, and there will be great 
reward hereafter,” 8 
O, what tongue can tell us, (Fo EY bet- F* 
ter it is to yield a chearful and ſteady obedi- . 
ence to the all- wiſe and all-good Gop, as his 
- dutiful and beloved children, than to wander 
after the amuſements of our own fooliſh ima- 
ginations, and to be hurried by the blind and 
brutal emotions of our e luſts ad 
paſſions, like abandoned prodigals! We dare 
appeal to the breaſts of the moſt enormous ſin- 0 
ners, whether it be not infinitely more ſweet | 
and ſatisfactory, more comely and advanta- 
geous, to be guided by the good Spirit of God, 
than to be managed by the malicious powers i - 
of darkneſs * And whether in all time of | . 
danger and ſerious reflection, they do not wiſh | . 
to change conditions with the virtuous and up- 
right perſon ? - = = 
This demonſtrates the real nib of = : 
ſound religion, and manifeſts your great diſcre- - | 
tion in making it your choice; and et me 
preſs you with all poſſible vehemency, never 
to ſwerve from it. Since the Lord of heaven 
and earth hath vouchſafed to enter into a co- 
venant of liſe and peace with you, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in which he hath engaged 
all the glorious attributes of his godhead for 
your ſupport, comfort, and happineſs in both 
worlds, in theſe words, I will be to yen a G., 
O love him with all your ſoul, my Brother, 
nd ſerve him with all zour might, through the 
— 8 we his Brace, — * have any, being, 
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that ſo you may have the infinite honour and | 
comfort of being one of his people; for this is 
our life, our hope, our falvation ; and to ſ werve 
from theſe bleſſed paths, is to go down toeter- 
nal darkneſs and deſtruction, 

Let me therefore prevail with you, 1 

ther, as one that ſincerely watcheth aud tra- 


voaileth for the good of your ſoul, to ſect the 


kingdom of C God in the firſt place; making it 
you chief concern to keep ſtedfaſt in that ſtate 
of divine favour to which his covenant of 
grace admits you. And that I may, as your 
' ſpiritual Paſtor, conduct you in 2 2 that 
lead thereto, 1 ſhall, 1 


"A | x 


71, Give you A for diteQions, to en 
you in a dutiful regard to Gop's holy will, 
© EIS to your Chriſtian vows, : 


II. I ſhall lay before you the dreadful Suile 
of apoſtatizing from theſe ſacred engagements, 
that you may not be of thoſe that draw ä 
unto perdition. | 


III. I ſhall mind you of the enable Fe 
| happineſs of thoſe, a5 perſevere in the faith- 
ful diſcharge of their vows to Gop; that I 
may encourage you in the ways of virtue and 
religion, and, under Chriſt the chief Shep- 
herd, fix and confirm you therein. 


IV. I ſhall-conclude with ſerious eee * 

upon the whole. To all which, I moſt ear- 

"ao beſeech the eons my of won to N 
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1 begin with a few directions, in 3 to 
your pious and prudent gonduẽt in that Chriſ- 


tian courſe of life, which you have vowed to 
\ 0 ks Db. As 10 which; in the firſt place, 
Labour to awaken in your breaft a juſt 


bene of the infinite honour, advantage, and 


. comfort of a covenant-alliance with almighty 
 GoD; by which a frail and needy creature 
has the honour of being joined in a covenant 
of friendſhip and peace with its Creator; which 
is like a poor beggar's being married to ſome 
_ iluftrious Prince, or a condemned criminal's 
being made the adopted heir of ſome great Em- 
peror; yea, it excels all compatifon. This 
_ - world has nothing glorious enough to repre- 
. ſent the tranſcendent exceHency of ſpiritual re- 


generation, the infinite honour of communign 


with GoD, and the immenſe treaſure of the 


| promiſes.of the goſpel. Theſe are uch ſur- 
_ paſſing enjoyments, that the crowns and. ſcep- 


ters of this world are but ſhadows to them, 
and all the carnal pleaſures and profits upon 


earth, no better than odious dung i in Apes 


ſon with them. = 
Let it therefore be your earneſt cate, my 


Brother, to keep your heart duly affected with 
the infinite love of G &'D'to men, in his co- 
venant of grace and mercy with them , through 


a Redeemer; and let. it be the chief buſineſs 
of your life to act ſuitably to the great mercies 
and ſtrict engagements of this covenant. Re- 


member that you are n a the name of 
8 74 
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Mer ConyFruamaTtlion.. 7 
= - the Father, und of the Son, and of the holy 
to ohe; and that as this intitles you to* many 
* unſpeakable privileges, ſo it lays upon you 
many neceſſary duties. For as this gives you 
a covetant-refation to the almighty Creator 
and Governor of the world, and an intereſt 
im him as your covenant-ally, ſo it engages 
vou to render a fupreme love, honour, and 
regard to him, revering his infinite majeſty,. 
magnifying the riches of his mercy, obeying 
His holy will, reſting ſatisfied in all the dil 
- penfations of his providence, and endeavour- 
ing in all things to glorify his holy name. 
And, in like manner, whereas this bleſſed ,- 
| , eovenant gives you a federal relation to, and 
intereſt in the dnly begotten Son of Gop, as 
| © your Saviour and Redeemer; it likewiſe en- 
XZ - gages you to embrace him truly and effectually 
nn his divine perſon and ſaving offices; to ac- 
cept that perfect revelation of the will of 
„S380, Which he hath made td ier as. 
| the complete rule of your faith and life.z to 
truſt in the ſufficiency of his mediation and 
merit for your pardon and peace with Gop, 
according to the terms of the golpel; and to 
reſign yourſelf up to him, as your ſpiritual di- 
rector ind povernaf; by faith deriving. ſpiri- 
tual wiſdom, affection, and ſtrength from him, 
as knqwing that of his /ulnz/s we receive grace 
Vor grace, And finally, as your Chriſtian - 
Baptiſm gave you a covenant-relation to, and 
inteteſt in the holy Spirit of G op, as your 
Sanctifier and Comforter, ſo it engages you + 
We I hs "0-4 1 12 e 
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10 ſeek his divine gifts and operations in a di- 
ligent and due manner, and in the appointed 
means, and that yo thankfully accept and 
cheriſh all his gracious vouchſaſements; truſt- 
vg in the aid and efficacy of his grace, as the 
only ſufficient means of producing, preſerving, 
and advancing that Chriſtian knowledge, ho- 
lineſs, and obedience in you, which the goſ- 
pel requires, as the neceſſary qualifications 9251 
a new creature. 

Theſe are ſome of the vital acts of a Gain 
faith, and herein conſiſts the very conſtitution. 
of every Chriſtian that is in covenant and in 
 favourwithGop; who being reconciled to 

him by the blood of his only Son, and born 
: anew by the transforming power of bis quick- 
ning Spirit, and being fortified by the conti- 
nual ſuccours of his grace, is enabled to van- 
quiſh temptations, and to mortiſy corruptions, 
to deny himſelf, "and take up his croſs, and; 
in a word, be can do all things through Chrift 
that firengthens him. 
Now therefoze, my dear Brother, know 
and conſider the happy circumſſances of your 
preſent ſtate, which will never return again, 
in their full excellency, if you break from the 
arms of your Redeemer, and again fell your- 
ſelf to commit iniquity. You are now entered 
into Gop's vineyard in the morning of your 
age, and all things ſeem to favour your. happy 
progreſs in the ways of his commandments ; - 
 wherefore, give all diligence in the work of 
: 2 Chriſtian calling, with full ee 
5 l at 
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| after CONFIRMATION. 9 
chat every thing which Go N has either pro- 
miſed or threatned, will be made good to a 
. 80 that I may ſeaſonably apply my- 
ſelf to you in the wards of dy ing King David 
to his ſon Solomon, 1 Chron, xxviii. 9. MM.] 
= therefore, my ſon, know the God of thy father, 7” 
and ſerve him with a perfect Heart, and a tuil.. 
* ling mind: for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, 
and under/flandeth the imagination of thethos bis 7 
If thou — him, he will be found of thee 3 
but if 1 Al. bim, be will cafe: he: of 1 55 


for ever. 
Be not deceived, my 8 God Bak be 
mocked by the moſt ſpecious hypocriſy. You _ 
muſt conſecrate a ſincere heart to him, or you  - 
give him nothing. He will not be pleaſed - 
with the ſkin of a ſacrifice, inſtead of a whole 
burnt- offering. Your late vows of obedience, | 
| without ſuitable practice, will be ſo far from 
commending you to Go p, that it will in- 
flame his wrath againſt you, and increaſe your 
condemnation: For he ſays of his eſpouſed 
people of old, Heb. viii. 9. They continued not in 
my covenant, and I regarded them nut. 
bes 7” certainly the moſt awful and. tremen- : 
dous thing in the. world, to enter into the 
bonds of this holy covenant of God. What 
an important and affecting concern is it, for 
a frail corrupt creature, clothed with infir- 
mities, and ſurrounded with temptat ions, to 
make ſolemn vows of perpetual ſervice. and 
. - faithfulneſs to the all-knowing and all- pure 
8 0 D, which, e the acceptable medias. X 
A V 
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tion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the aids of H e 
his holy Spirit, could never be attempted with {| x 
any hope of ſucceſs: and therefore, that per- 
ſan is perfectly ſenſeleſs that enters into theſe . 
 folemn engagements without reverence and | 


codly fear. 8 „ 8 
” it you have therefore been duly affected iff 
this great tranſaction with your Maker at 
| your Hf Confirmation, my Brother, you can- | 
not ſbon forget it. If you had been ſealing | 
your indentures with an earthly maſter, where- 
in you had engaged yourſelf to ſerve him but 
for the ſpace of ſeven years, you would not 
have thought yourſelf at liberty to have done 
what you lift after ſuch an engagement, but 
you would ſet yourfelf to Know what your 
maſter would have you do, and how you 
might pleaſe him ; and this would be your duty 
and your wifdom. And ſurely nothing but 
rank infidelity can make you lefs careful: to 
ſerve and pleaſe Gop after ſuch ſolemn vows 
as you have-made with him, confidering the 
Ariftnefs and perpetuality of your covenant- 
engagements,” and the infinite honour and ad- 
vantage of keeping ſtedfaſt in them; which 
was the firſt direction that I propoſed to lay 
before you, in which I have been the more 
large, becauſe the clear knowledge of your 
baptiſmal coyenant is one of the moſt neceſ- 
fary parts of Chriſtian inſtruction; and a full 
conviction of the advantages of this covenant, 
is the likelieft way to engage our care and 
concern tq preſerve the hope of, it. But be- 
__ -4 = | 15 cauſe 
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Air Continmarion. mn 
cauſe I intend to be as brief as I may, I will | 
give a more ſ peed y. diſpatch'to that w dich re- 
mains to be ee en,, ne odd 


* 


2. Let the glorious attributes of Go p, 
which, are brightly diſplayed in the creation 
and government of the world, and in the re- 
demption, ſanctification, and glorification of 
ſinful men, be your daily meditation; till you 
feel a ſtrong habit of devotion and affection to- 7 
wards God kindled up in your. foul, through 
his grace. The whole body of religion tuns 
upon this one principle of Faith working by 
love; for then yo cannot but adore his in- 
finite majeſty, and admire his infinite per- 
fections; you will be zealous for his honour, 
and diligent in his ſervice, and all this will go 
on with pleaſure and delight; becauſe the vic- 
torious love of Gap. introduces, as it wete, 
a new natute into the foul, and makes it lopg 
after the means and ſeaſons of communion 
with Gop, as tbe hart panieth after the-wa- _ 
ter-brooks. : 8 . 6 ; TAE 5 7 | 75 FRE 
3. And as you ever deſire to attain, or pre- 
"ſerve. this Ea $a ho affection towards Goh, 
or do any thing effectually in religion, be ſute 
to keep up the lively e ene exerciſe of 
daily prayer, and the ſtrict and. ferious obſerv- 
ance of the Lord's day. And remember, that 
all the holy ordinances of the Chriſtiait religion 
are the channels, by which the grace and mer- 
cy of (Gop deſcends upon our ſouls; wherefore 
be ſure to attend upon them all, in their ſeaſshs 
with diligence, and with a lively faith. | 
%% ᷑ Ow .- : 4+ e 
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4. Let no day paſs without reading ſome 
part of Gop's holy word, and that with ſe- 
rious application of mind; and make uſe of 
other pious and practical * books, as your 


" circumſtances admit. But be ſure to be well 


adviſed as to the books you read, and be care- 
ful to fix the ſound doctrine of them in your 
mind, by ſerious recollection, meditation, and 
prayer; beſeeching Go p to write his laws in 
your heart, by bir Spirit, and to give you a” 
vigorous and efficacious faith in all the parts 
of his revealed will. This is a ſure way to ad- 
vance in ſpiritual knowledge and affections, 
becauſe the gracious Spirit of Gp will be 


ready to operate upon us, by thoſe means 


which he hath appointed for. theſe deſirable 
ends, And foraſmuch as Go p is the author 
of- all good, you muſt always, in the moft de- 
vat mad ner, aſcribe to him the glory of all 
tho e Tpiritual, as well as temporal gifts, where- 
with he is pleaſed to favour you. 5 
5. Refrain from idleneſs, ill company, and ; 
all foreſeen occaſions of fin, and keep an ha- 
bitual watch and conſcientious guard upon 
"yourſelf, and all your ways, in the fear of 
Gop. And though you may perhaps ſee the 


generality of the world doing otherwiſe, Jet 


not this incline you to run with the multitude 
10 do evil, but chooſe rather to be of that little 
> to whom Gop bath promiſed a kingdom. 


* See Biſhop Krop rz s Young Man's Duty, and Nzt- 


| vo Fradtice 172 True Dunn Both prints for B. Dod 
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6. Be very careful to oppoſe the firſt in- 


reads of ſinful thoughts, by turning your 
mind towards G o D and good things; and 
whilſt you live be careful to beat down and 
mortify all ſinful luſts and paſſions, eſpecially 
ſuch as moſt agree with your natural temper 
and conſtitution. You may be ſure, that the 
fleſh will not only ſhew its feebleneſs in per- 
forming that which is good, but its proneneſs 
to comply with that which is evil. You muſt 
therefore conſtantly remember your vows to. 
Go p, againſt all indulgence of the ſinful luſts 
of the fleſh, and keep ſtrait reins upon your 
carnal appetites, looking. to Jeſus the captain 
J your ſalvation, in all your ſpiritual combats, 
and confiding in him as your ſpiritual King, 
that he will both ſuccour you How, And re- ; 
ward you hereafter, 

7. Labour to give a nch t 888 * your 
ſpiritual birth and growth, by your abound- 
ing in the fruits of the Spirit; ſuch as a chief 
regard to heavenly things; a venerable treat- 
ment of all things belonging to Go p; an ha- 


bitual reſignation to Go D's will, a chriſtian 


temper in your affections and paſſions; a ſober, 
thankful uſe of Go D's 
contempt of bodily pleaſure and worldly gain, 
whenever they are contrary to the will of 
Gov, and the intereſt of the ſoul ; a delight 
in doing good to all men ; ' patience under af- 
fronts, afflictions, and wrong ſufferings; and 
punctual truth and juſtice in all your dealings; 
and, in wort, ſuch an undiſſembled zeal for : 

Gop, a 


— 
it 
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good creatures; the Rn 
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Go, and care to pleaſe him, as may onour 
your heavenly Father in all places, and be a 
viſible proof of your integrity before all men: 
and whenever you find your pious deſires and 
reſolutions begin to flag, conſider that this 
life and this world are paſſing away, and that 
an eternity of rewards and puniſhments is at 
hand. The Judge of all will ſoon appear, and 
will render to every man according to bis works ; 
and then the faithful will be for ever bleſſed, 
and the ſlothful for ever accurſed; which ſhould 
make us unwearied in well-doing, ſince within 
a little time we Hall reap, if we faint not, 
And remember, that in order to fortify your 
zeal and conſtancy in all chriſtian duties, you 
muſt not .preſent yourſelf again to be Con- 
"Armed by the Biſhop, as the manner of ſome 
ignorant people is. But, . 
8. You muſt now, without delay, prepare 
for a due receiving of the Lord's Supper, which 
will be of great uſe to you, to ſtrengthen you 
in your holy purpoſes, and to advance your 
rogreſs in all the parts of chriſtian holineſs ; 
for hereby your memory will Le refreſhed in 
all the moving circumſtances of your Saviour's 
ſuffering for you, which cannot but affect 
every ſenſible heart; ſo that your He to God 
will be likely to be mightily invigorated hereby, 
znd your faith in Cbriſi greatly ſtrengthned, 
and your ſpiritual union with him more con- 
firmed, and your title to all the benefits of 
his death more and more cleared and inſured, 
We have in this bleſſed ordinance a comme- 
| 1 Og moration 


Ewe ea 
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| after ConNFiIRMATION. 15 
moration of that great and only factifice, 
whereby Go 5 is teconcilable do Unners; and 
in it, that grace, Jia and peace, which 


our Redeemer has purchaſed by his death, is 
communicated to the ſpiritual and faithful re- 
. Ceiver ; for the. bread which we break, and the 
cup of K which we bleſs, are the commu- © 

e 


nion of t body and blood of Chreft ; that is, 
a communication of all that Chriſt procured - 
for ſinners by his ſacrificed body and blood, to 
the pious communicant, 1 Sor. x. 16. 80 
that to neglect this royal banquet, or to come 
to it without ſuch ſpiritual diſpoſitions as are 
capable of receiving the benefits of it, is to 
deſpiſe our ſpiritual birthright and bleſſing, 

and to prepare our own ruin. And Ps 


to be guilty of an habitual neglect of the 


ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, is in effect 


to declare, that we have little regard to out 


_ covenant with Gop in the ſacrament of Bap- 


tiſm, or to what we fol manly acknowledged + 
and avowed at our OA EEE 3 for if we 
truly defire to continue in thoſe vows, ; we 
ſhall be glad of an opportunity to renew and 


_ eſtabliſh them. So that there is a great de- 
_ gree of apoſtaſy from the vows of Chriſtia- 


nity, in a total abſtinence from the Lord's 
Supper; which is the moſt diſmal condition 
that we can fall into; as we ſhall ſee in the 
ſecond thing which I propoſed to your canſi- 
deration. Oe pra 
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II. 7 he dreadful caſe of ſuch as abe atize 
| re om their Chriſtian Vows. 2 1 


svcn as are confirmed by the Biſhop, do 
G expreſsly declare before Gop, and the 
' governors of his church, that they are come 
to a poſitive and adviſed determination for the 
ways of G o p, in oppoſition to all the ways 


of ſin. This they then ſolemnly vow to Gop, 


and openly profeſs before the aſſembly of his 
people; upon which, they have impoſition of 
the hands of the biſhop, and the prayers of 
the congregation, that they may obtain grace 
of Gop ſo to do. And alas! how odious 
muſt the diſſimulation be, and how dreadful 
the guilt, where theſe holy and folemn engage- 

ments are wilfully broken, for the ſake of any 
worldly and carnal luſt! What is this, but to 
prevaricate with Go Þ, to mock his miniſters, 


| and to profane his ordinances E = 


God forbid, my dear Youth, that this 
ſhould ever be your wretched cafe, for then 
nothing but horror and wrath, and ſhame and 


darkneſs, will attend you. You will not then 


be able to think of G o p, but with fear and 
trembling, nor to look. into your Bible, with- 


out reading your doom. You will not be able 


to think of death and the judgment to come, 


without amazement ; nor to behold & o 0's 


miniſters, and your pious friends, without con- 
ſidering them as fo many witneſſes againſt 
you in the laſt day; and your own conſcience 
will often remonſtrate theſe things to you, in 
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a very terrible manner, except it be utterly 


hardened in fin, which is by far the worſe caſe 


of the two. And that which will extremely © 


- aggravate your miſery is, that you had once 
the hope of heaven, but Toft it by your own 
- fooliſh and pernicious doings. 'You went from 
| - waſhing to wallowing in the mire. : You 
broke from the embraces of a gracious Saviour, 


and put- yourſelf afreſh under the power of the 


devil. Your Redeemer accepted you as one 


of the ranſomed by his blood, but you fold 


 - yourſelf again to commit iniquity. Vo pre- 
ferted the extravagant luſtings of your own 


„fooliſn heart; before the counſels of the Spirit 


of wiſdom; and valued the tinſel gaity of 
tis preſent world, before the ſuper-excellent 
| | glory of the kingdom of Go p. It muſt 
needs be matter of unſpeakable vexation to 
the breaſt that is guilty of all this, which will 
have a long and fad eternity to conſider, by 
what a height of folly and madneſs every de- 
liberate ſin is uſhered in, and with what a depth 
of miſery and ſorrow it is ever attended. It 
muſt end in a very bitter repentance at the 
beſt, for otherwiſe it will plunge the ſinner in 
eternal weeping and wailing, © 
| __ Take good heed. therefore, my dear Bro- 
ther, walk uprightly with your Gop, whoſe - 
favour is our glory and bliſs, and whoſe wrath 
is the utmoſt degree of our unhappineſs. _ 
As you have therefore taken the profeſlion 
of the chriſtian religion upon you, which is 
| the beſt and pureſf im the world, ſee that you 8 
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labour to adorn i it, and to preſerve the infinite | 
hopes of it, that you may be for ever blefled. 
We find in the Greek Ritual a moſt affec- || 
tionate exhortation to this purpoſe, which was 
uſually read to ſuch as were Confirmed, to 
quicken their utmoſt care and concern to live 


ſuitable thereunto, in theſe Words; The f 45 


bonds are now ſealed, and Chriſt hath re- 
ceired them into heaven. See then that 7e 
mind your promiſe, and fulfil your engage: 
ments, which will be openly — at the dax 
4 of: judgment. Take heed that there be no 
occaſion to bluſh at Chriſt's dreadful tribu- 
© nal, where all the powers of heaven tremble, | 
3% and all mankind muſt ſtand to be judged; 
where the devil will be prefent to accuſe 
you, ſaying, © Lord, this wretch in word 
4 "renounced me, but was in deed my ſetvant. 
„ Then. will the angels figh, and the holy 
„ men will bewail your miſery, . Your father 
& and mother cannot help you, and all your 
„ friends will difown you.” Goar. Euchoby, 
Oræc. p. 342. 4 
Be wiſe therefore, my dear Touch whilſt | 
there i is hope, and keep your conſcience un- 
ſullied by the defilement of fin, which will 
de great matter of comfort to you in life and 
death, as you will farther ſee in the next 7015 
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able, for they e e een. reſtored to 
the primitive happy ſtate of man, which Was 
W loſt by ſin. And now the wrath of is 
turned away by a gracious Redeemer, ma the 
|X returning ſinner is taken into the good Father's 
* boſom; now the perſon that Was @/mated 
= from the dife of God by his corruption and te- 
7 bellion, is made a partaker of the divine na- 
ture by ſpiritual repeneration, and is become 
4 fellow-citizen with the ſaints, and of the 
bouſhold of God, yea, Gob is now bis adrpted 
Fatber; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is Lord 
- of all, is his mediator and advocate; yea, his 
root, his head, his Arength, and his lite 3 and 
the holy eternal Spirit is bis divine guide, and 
hope, and comfort; the holy angels of Gon 
are his continual guard; the book of Gop is 


Ht the charter of his privileges, in Which it is 
N- ſaid, All is Yours, becauſe ye ure Chrift's, 
WI 1 Cor. iii. 22. For ſince all things in heaven, 
nd in earth, and in bell, are made ſubjett 1 Chris, 
1 all things i in heaven 7nd earth will be ſervice- - 

8 able to Chriſt's members, that is, his people, 
and nothing on earth or in hell can in any 
vwiſe hurt them; They have a new right to the 
enjoy mentof all God's good Creatures, yea, to 

; 8 of Go n for ever. BL 
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And O, how ſweet and pleaſant, my Bro- 


5 ther, muſt ſach a religious: courſe of life aſſur- 


. edly. be! in which the bleſſed. Spirit of Gop 
conſtantly bears you company, the holy angels 
of Gop continually attend you, and every 
- ep you take, advances you nearer to GoD's 
3 kingdom! And what an unſpeak- 


able comfort will it be to you, - whenever you E 


look back upon a life thus happily ordered, 


and upon your talents thus 8 laid "1 
out. Then every night will afford you the 
noble joy of a day ſpent in the ſervice, and to 

the glory of your Maker; and the ſerenity of 
your mind, and the peace of your conſcience, | 


will be a conſtant relief to you under any out- 
ward diſtreſs. And when the happy hour 


comes, in which you muſt die, your heart 


may ever leap for joy, to think that now your 
- warlare is accompliſhed, and that your great 
work is not now to be begun, but to be con- 
cluded. Then you may with comfort con- 


ſider your Chriſtian Confirmation, wherein 


you ſolemnly devoted yourſelf to Gop, as 
ſoon as you came to the uſe of your reaſon, 
and that you have conſcientiouſly” obſerved 
your engagements to God, in the chief bent 
_ of your heart, and courſe of your life ; or have 
truly repented, and effectually returned to your 


duty, whereever (through the frailty of human 


nature) you have done otherwiſe. Vou may 


then, I ſay, very chearfully ſhut your eyes 


from beholding the things of this preſent world, 
in order to open them to ſee God in a better 
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And though you will certainly meet wit 
ſundry temptations and difficulties in your way '. 
to heaven, and perhaps with eruel mockings, 
or more bloody perſecutions, whilſt you ſo- 
journ amongſt ſuch as are enemies to Gop, 


and bear evil will. to Sion; yet be of good chear, 
= your Redeemer has overcome the world,. and 
will not ſuffer the meaneſt ſheep of his fold to 
be loſt, Keep ſtedfaſt to the Captain _ Jnr N : 
4. ds a will d well. | 


_ The calm. n 


As now, my Aer Youth, I here 0 
ſolemnly charge and require you, by the au- 
thority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in the 
preſence of Gop, who ſearcheth the hearts of 


. all men, and will ſpeedily adjudge us all to 
everlaſting bliſs or torment, that you care- 


fully keep your Chriſtian vows in remembrance, 


and that you'ſeriouſly endeavour” to adorn Sur 
holy proteffion and to. honour 8 divine | 


Author of it. 8 
Lour hope of chafing like my Baer ; 


depends upon your faithful diſcharge of this 


your covenant with Gop, through the me- 
diation of his Son, and ſanctification of his 


Spirit. Wherefore be Atrong i in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might, * wherein you will, 
r c ee the end of your Confirmation. 
Beſure you look not back with a wiſhful 
| long aſter the impurities of other ſinners, 
ed e * ts with an heightned _ 
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indignation, and be fute that you never r ; 


into parley with the devil, about the com- 
miſſion of any ſin. If you once come to doubt, 


whether yu bad beſt on in your inte- 
grity, or aecept the bribes of ſin, you begin 


to revolt from Gop, becauſe the vigour of 


your reſolution for Gan is ſlackened; and 


that which decays, is going apace towards ruin, 


Wherefere, be you ever aſſured, that there 
is death and de/irution'inall the ways of fin; 
for which, no temporal enjoyments can make 
you any amends. Keep firmly in this aſſur- 
ance, and, with Job, retain your integrity till 
yam die; and remember that the time of your 


labour an be but ſnort, and that your future 
recompence: will be everlaſting. 5 
And now, my Brother, I commend: yon ow 


Gad, and ts the word of his grace, which is 
able ta huild yam up, and ty give han an inheri- 
tance among all them that are 


uh, be . Jou quer more. Amen. 
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Infinite fountaio- of. bf, and Father of 


* mercies: | who ant, hy Jeſus Chrift thy: 
Son, recanciling: the: world to thyſeif, not im- 
puting their = 6p I moſt: ſincerely bleſs: 
8 ot rug that, theſe: ad tidings ever 


entered 
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Hiffed. And 
may the grace of aur Lord Feſus Chrift, the 
læue of God, and the fellowſhip of the OP 
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Do and in the ſhadow. af death, as. tha reſt 


vealed by him, we bebold. moſt aſtoniſhing ex- — 
nd pellen, of tby good: will towards men, and - 
n. of thy c towards ſinners, particu- 
re aun, that infinite condeſcenſion and love of 
13 Whine, towards the penitent believers in thy. 
e s and goſpel, wherein it pleaſes thee to en- 
r- ter into a-covenant of life and peace with them. 


1 ls the humble acceptance of this great vouch». 
ir ſaſement of thine, has my Soul deſired to ap- 
e IM proach unto: thee,. and — apply itſelf to thee, 
in a moſt humble confeſſion of my polluted 
2 and periſhing condition, and in the moſt 
's | thankful acknowledgement of thine unſpeak- 
— able mercies in our Redeemer, being led there - 
unto, as I truſt, by thy grace. To thee, 
O moſt bleſſed and «Sas Trinity! in whoſe 
name I was baptized, to thee have I now, 
by ſolemn Confirmation, afreſh devoted my-- 
ſelf, with all my powers and intereſts, ac- 
cording to ihe: bleſſed terms of my baptiſmal 
covenant. : 


Good Gow, enable me faithfully te per- 


draw and drive me from a ſtate of favaur and 
communion: with thee and thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, through the preparations of the Spirit 
Jof Folineſs. Thy favour, O my Gon, is 
* than bias * eee * 
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tered into mine cars. For I lay in dark. of 


of mankind- did, till the; day-ſpring from oa, 
high: viſited us, through the incarnation “ 
our Redeemer; and in thy bleſſed goſpel, re- 


ſevere in the ſame. Let nothing in this world 
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- Spirit, more to be eſteemed than all ' 
| worldly treaſure. * Thy Service is perfect free- 
dom, and thy laws the moſt wiſe directions 
of human life, and the ſure paths to eternal 
bliſs; O Lord, vouchſafe to ſtrengthen; ſta- 
bliſn, and ſettle me in the practice of them for 
ever. And to this end, be pleaſed to mortiſy 
my ſinful luſts and paſſions,” through thy Spi- 
rit, and to countermine all the malice of in- 
fernal ſpirits againſt me, and to keep me un- 
defiled by this preſent evil world; that being, 
through thy grace faithful unto death, I may, 
through thy mercy, attain eternal life, thro? 
_ Jeſus Chriſt our only Mediator and Advocate, 
in whoſe prevailing name and eee 
Wördz 1 farther pypyr 55 een 4 Hh 
| Our Father, we: e 
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"ADVERTISEMENT. $: 


0 R Directions before Confirmation, for * 
+ Tract intitled, Paſtoral Advice to.Young Per- 
1 = in order to their being Confirmed by the Biſhop. 
1 Pr. 22d. Written by the —5 Author, and Sold by 
386 B. Dov, Bookſeller to The Socikrx for promoting 
1 Cbriſtian Knowledge at the Bibli and 0 mn anareCs 
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